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Apud E DIN BURGUM vigeſimo fecunds die men- 
i. Fanuariz, anno Domini milleſimo ſexcenteſimo ſexa- 
geſimo ſexto. C 


HE which Day the Commiſſioners, and whole Body of 
the Writers to his Majeſty's Signet, being met in the out- 
ward Houſe of the Parliament or New Seſſion-houſe of E- 
dinburgb, for the common Affairs of their Society, it was 
repreſented by their Procurator-fiſcal, and ſome of their 
Brethren, as it had been at former Meetings, That albeit 
there was an Act made upon the 4th of November 1661, 
W whereby, for preventing and reſtraining the ſubſcribing of 
Letters, Summonſes, Precepts, and others, written by Un- 
: freemen, and their Seryants, to the Prejudice and Indignity 
of the Calling, it was enacted. That no Writer ſhould ſubſcribe for Unfreemen, 
and that every Writer ſhould, in a Book at the Signet, cauſe all their Servants 
ſubſcribe by their Hand- write and Subſcription, that they were actual Servants or 
Prentices to ſuch a Writer, and that the Writer ſhould declare them to be his 
Servants; and, at every Subſcription of Letters, Summonſes and others, ſhould 
ſubjoin, That ſuch Letters were written by ſuch a Servant or Prentice as did 
write them”. Notwithſtanding whereof, divers of the Brethren have moſt unor- 
derly fruſtrate the {aid Act, and the Good and Benefit of the Calling intended by it; 
in ſo far as it was affirmed, that ſome of the Brethren did colour Unfreemen, by ta- 
king them or their Servants into their Chambers, and by booking and owning 
them as if they were their own Servants and Prentices, and that others booked and 
owned Unfreemen's Servants, reſiding not in the Writers Chambers, but in their 
own Maſters Chambers, by which their Maſters and they bruiked the Benefit of 
priviledged Writers; and that others did as unjuſtly abuſe the Calling, by condu- 
cing with Agents, Clerks Servants, old Prentices, Notars and others, to write and 
ſubſcribe all their Employments promiſcuouſly during a ſet Time, for baſe Penſions, 
or baſe and naughty Prices, to the Reproach, Ruin and Contempt of the Society. 
As likewiſe it was repreſented, That the Writers were ſometimes abuſed by their 
own Seryants, who either, in their Maſters Abſence, or pretending that their Ma- 
ſters were abſent, did procure Subſcriptions to libelled Summonſes and others, and 
defraud their Maſters of the Benefit thereof: And the ſaid Commiſſioners, and the 
Whole Brethren being deſirous to remove theſe bale Practices and Diſorders, they 
therefore, by Virtue of the Power and Authoriry committed to them by the Lord 
Secretary, with Conſent of their whole Brethren, prohibite and diſcharge all and 
every one of the Writers to his Majeſty's Signet, to 3 or own any Perſon 
or Perſons whatſoever, as their Servants or Prentices, but ſuch only as in very 
Deed and Truth, without all Fraud or Colluſion, are their real and actual Prentices 


1 : and 


ADS 


| IO (ou | . 
and Servants, actually reſiding and writing in their Chambers, whoſe Writings and 
Employments, whether come in by themſelves, or their Maſters, redound wholly 
to the Profit and Benefit of their Maſters, except the uſual Drink-money. And like- 
ways diſcharge. and prohibite all the ſaid Writers, and every one of them to make 
any Paction and Bargain with any Agents, Clerks Servants, Notars and others, De. 
penders on the College of Juſtice, or any in their Names, for Writing of their Em- 
ployment, during any ſer Time, for Penſions, or at baſe and naughty Prices, be- 
neath the ordinary Price now in ule, to the Prejudice and Contempt of the Calling, 
And ſicklike prohibite and diſcharge all the Writers, that they nor any of them, ex- 
cept Commiſſioners, and ſuch as are authorized to aſſiſt them in ſupplying the Ab- 
ſence of any of their Brethren, preſume to ſubſcribe for any abſent Brother: And 
that no Commiſſioner, or others authorized, ſhall, upon Occaſion or Pretence of a 
Brother's Abſence, ſubſcribe any Letters or Summons for him, unleſs his Servant 
who preſents them have a written Warrant from the abſent Maſter, particularly di- 
rected to any one or two, and not exceeding that Number in the Direction; and 
that the Subſcriber keep a Note of what he ſubſcribes, and deliver it to the abſent 
Brother upon his Return, that he may call his Seryants to an Account: with Cer- 
tification to all ſuch as tranſgreſs or contrayeen any Part of the Premiſſes, they ſhall 
pay for the firſt Fault to the Treaſurer of the Calling, for the Uſe of the Poor there- 
of, the Sum of Forty Pounds Jcofs, and for the ſecond Fault, ſhall be deprived 
from their Offices /mpliciter. And for the more effectual and vigorous Execution 
of this Act it is of Conſent of the whole Body declared that it ſhall be leiſum to 
the Procurator-fiſcal in all Complaints to be founded upon the Contravention or 
Breach of this Act, to refer the ſamen to the Delinquent's Oaths of Verity, when he 
wants other Probation ; and that they being lawfully cited by the ordinary Officer, 
perſonally apprehended, to compear before the Commiſſioners, -to anſwer to the 
Complaint, and failzie to compear, or, compearing, refule to depone, and purge 
themſelves by their Oaths ; which Oath, they of their own Conſent hereby allow 
the Commiſſioners to adminiſter, they ſhall be holden as confeſt ; which ſhall be as 
ſufficient as if the Complaint were proven by Write or Witneſſes. And ordain all 
the preſent Writers preſently to ſubſcribe this Act, in Teſtimony of their Aſſent and 
Submiſſion thereto ; and that all the intrant Writers ſubſcribe the ſamen at their Ad- 
miſſion, that ir may have perpetual Obſervance, as that which ſo much concerns the 
Good and Well of the Calling. And ordain that every Writer have a Copy of 

thir Preſents, under the Clerk's Hand, affixed publickly in their Chambers, that they 
nor their Seryants may not pretend Ignorance hereof. 


Apud Edinburgum 19th March G 


3 HE which Day the Keepers, Commiſſioners, and whole Body of the Writers 
to their Majeſty's Signet, 9125 met in the Parliament or New Seſſion-houſe 

of Edinburgh, for the common Aftairs of their Society, and taking to Conſidera- 

tion the many good Acts already made by them and their Predeceſſors, for redreſ- 

ſing and rectifying the great Abuſes that do daily abound in the Exerciſe of theit 
Employment, both amongſt themſelves and their Servants, and the Agents and o- 
ther Unfreemen, to the great Prejudice, Contempt and Indignity of the Calling, and 

which has given great Riſe and Occaſion to the ſeveral Forgeries of the Signet that 

have been lately diſcovered, and particularly the Act made the twenty ſecond of 

 Fanuary 1666; which Act, the Keepers and Commiſſioners, with Conſent of the 
whole Brethren, do hereby ratify and revive in the Circumſtances, and with 
the further Explanations after- mentioned: And therefore of new again prohibite and 
diſcharge all and every one of the Writers to their Majeſty's Signer, preſent and to 

come, in all Time hereafter, in manner following; Primo, That they nor none of 
them preſume to ſubſcribe or ſign for any Brother, either in Time of Seſſion or Va- 
_ cance, any Letters, Summonſes, Signatures or Precepts (unleſs ſuch as are at a Bro- 
ther's own Inſtance) except Commiſſioners, or ſuch as are or ſhall be. authorized to 

aſſiſt them, who are alſo hereby diſcharged to ſubſcribe for any Brother without 2 

written Warrant ſubſcribed by the Writer, condeſcending upon his Servants Names; 

and that he inſert no Servant's Name in the faid Warrant, but ſuch as have pot 

il. b Dy Ms es 
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their Ten Merks to the Treaſurer for the Uſe of the Poor. And that the Commiſ- 
ſioner or Aſſiſtant that ſhall fo ſubſcribe, ſhall ſet down the Letters he ſubſcribes up- 


on the Warrant; and which Warrant ſhall continue only for a Fortnight in time of 


Seſſion, and for the whole Vacance: And that none preſent Letters to the Signet, or 


take them out, but theſe that are actual Servants or Prentices to a Writer to the Signet, 
and have paid their ten Merks. Secundo, That no Writer to the Signet ſhall form, 
write or ſubſcribe any Summonſes, Letters or Precepts paſſing the Signet to their 
Clients, Agents, or any other Perſon, for mean and naughty Prices, under the Al- 
lowance of the Act of Parliament; allowing Writers notwithſtanding to write and 
ſign for their own near Blood-Relations, and for their own Servants, and for Lords 


and Clerks of the Seſſion, and Advocates, their own proper Employments gratis, 
if they pleaſe ſo to do, and for any others, not being Agents, whom they ſhall _ 


think fit alſo gratis, providing the ſame be not out of Deſign to fruſtrate the Intent 
of this and the ſaid former Acts anent the Prices. Tertio, Appoint and ordain e- 


Treaſurer for the Uſe of the Poor, and to book them at the Signet, whether Pren- 
tice or Servant, within a Month after they enter to the Chamber, otherwiſe the Ma- 


the Signet till the ſame be paid; but Prejudice to the former Acts made anent their 
Payment, who are already Prentices or Servants preceeding this Date. And, 44ſt y, 
The ſaid Keeper and Commiſſioners, with conſent of the whole Brethren, do alſo 
hereby ratify and revive the Act made z Anno 1594, whereby it is expreſly ſta- 
tute, decerned and ordained, That none of the Writers to the Signet then preſent, 
or thereafter to come, write Letters upon any Warrants, written either by any o- 
ther Writer, Advocate, their Servants or others whatloeyer, or Precepts upon Sig- 
natures, except the ſaid Warrant or Signature be written by themſelves, or their 
cn Servants in their own Chambers, except it be to ſupply his Brother's law- 
tu Abſence or Sickneſs, teſtified to the Subſcriber or Keeper of the Signet, un- 
der the Pain of Deprivation, at the leaſt Suſpenſion, or Payment of a pecuni- 
| © al Sum, at the Diſcretion of the Commiſſioners, in Manner ſpecified in the 
Act. And, for the better Obſervance of the ſaid Act, the ſaid Keepers and 
„ Commiſſioners, and whole Brethren, do hereby, according to the ſeveral Acts 
e formerly made, ſtatute, decern and ordain, That every Writer to the Signet, pre- 
f I {ent and to come, in all Time hereafter, mark all Signatures hereafter to be drawn 
by them, with their ordinary Subſcriptions, with their own Hand, on the Back of 
the Signature, and ſubjoin thereto, that the ſame is written by ſuch a Perſon, who 


is his real Servant, and Prentice who did write the ſame, as they do in other Let- 


ters paſſing the Signet; and no Signature be drawn or preſented in Exchequer with- 

out the fame be ſo marked and ſigned on the Back; and that the Writers ſhall pun- 

Qually obſerve the {aid Acts, and all other Acts of the Calling according thereto, 
rs and under the Certifications and Penalties contained in the ſaid former Acts; and 
aſe that all preſent Writers ſhall ſubſcribe this preſent Act, in place of the ſaid former 
ra: Acts hereby ratified and revived, in Teſtimony of their Aſſent and Subſcription there- 
ef. Jo; and that all intrant Writers ſubſcribe, the fame at their Admiſſion, that it may 
eir N have perpetual Obſervance; and ordain thir Preſents to he recorded, that every Wri- 
o- (fr have a Copy thereof under the Clerk's Hand, publickly affixed in their ſeveral 
nd Chambers, that none pretend Ignorance hereof. Likeas, the Keepers, Commiſſio- 


he Ignet to contain in one Letters any more Precepts than one, or any Decreets given 
by the Lords, Sheriffs, Baillies of Regalities, Baillies of Burghs, Contracts or Obli- 

nd Ngations, but one in every Letters, according as there are ſeveral Decreets, Precepts, 
Contracts or Obligations, whereby the Keepers of the Signet be not prejudged in 

the Duty of the Signet, nor the Writer in his Duty for every Letters; but that eve- 
Ii Letters be written formally, and according to the Acts and Ordinances made 
Ichereanent, in manner ſpecified in the ſaid Act, do therefore of new enact, ſtatute 
and ordain, That it ſhall not be leiſom or law ful to a Writer to the Signet, preſent 
or to come, in any Time hercafter, to form Writs, ſign or preſent to the Signet, a- 
y Letters of Horning containing more Decrects or Bonds than one; but that every 
bond and Decrcet haye a ſeparate Horning, albeit the Precepts of inferior C 


Ourts 
CO- 


very Writer to cauſe his Prentices and Servants pay in their ten Merks to the 


ſter to be liable for the Double thereof himſelf, and all his Letters to be ſtopped at 


ners, with Conſent of the whole Brethren, upon Conſideration of the Act made the 
of fourteenth Day of May 1610, That it ſhould not be leiſom to any Writer to the Si- 


9 


contain more Bonds or Decreets than one, and that every Horning have a ſeparate MV 
Caption; excepting always frac this preſent Act all Bonds and Decreets not exceed. MW 

ing Forty Pounds Scots of principal Sum in every one of them; as allo all Bonds {WV 
granted by a Debitor to a Creditor, not being Aſſigny, in which Caſes, or either of ſta 
chem, it ſhall be leiſom to put in the Horning Two, Three, or more Bonds and De. MC 
creets, and to compone for the Caules at the = at the Diſcretion of the Keep. ſur 
ers; and thir Preſents to commence only the firſt of June next to come, and re. Nef 
commend to the Keepers of the Signet and their Deputes, to ſee this Act punctual. Nen 
ly obſerved. | 


_ . Edinburgh, 26th June 1699. +: tes 


AT Edinburgh, the twenty ſixth Day of June, One thouſand fix hundred — 
and ninety nine Years: The which Day the Keeper, Commiſſioners, and ; 
whole Body of the Writers to the Signet, conſidering, That, notwithſtanding of 0 
the many former Acts made by them and their Predeceſſors, for obviating and pre- W* 
venting Abuſes in the Employment, yet Diſorders do ſtill continue and abound, to 
the Prejudice and Diſhonour of the Society, do therefore, for the more effectual 
preventing and reſtraining Abuſes in time coming, and to the effect the Lieges 
may be ſerved by Writers to the Signet, who are qualified, tried and admitted, 
and that no other Writer or Agent, or any other Perſon, may impoſe upon the 
Lieges, or encroach upon the proper Employment and juſt Right of Writers to 
the Signet, not only ratify, approve, and confirm the Acts already made, to the 
Effect after ſpecified; but allo do hereby of new again ſtatute, enact, appoint, 
and declare as follows, viz. Imprimis, That in time coming no Writer to the 
Signet ſhall own or acknowledge any Perſon or Perſons whatloeyer, as their Ser- 
vants and Apprentices, but ſuch only as are in very Deed and Truth, without 
all Fraud and Colluſion, their real and actual Apprentices and Servants, actually 
reſiding and writing in their Chambers, and Servants to no others, and ſhall not 
ſubſcribe any Bills, Signa-ures, Summonſes, Letters, Precepts, Services before 
the Macers, or other Writs peculiar to the Writers to the Signet, but ſuch as are 
written by themſelves or their Servants and Apprentices foreſaid, except allenarly 
ſuch as ſhall be ſubſcribed by any of them, at the Inſtance of theſe Who are, or 
have been Brethren Writers to the Signet, (conform to a Liſt of theſe who have 
been, to be ſigned by the Keeper and Commiſſioners) or ſuch as ſhall be ſubſcri- 
bed for them by the Commiſſioners, by virtue of a written Warrant: And that 
ſuch Letters or other Writs be written by the Servants mentioned in the Warrant, 
for whom the Granters thereof ſhall be anſwerable; and that any Brother who 
ſhall {ſubſcribe for another, ſubjoin to the ſaid Warrant a Note of the Letters ſo 
ſubſcribed by him; and which Warrant is only to continue for Six Weeks after 
DateheredE7:3 10-2247 fy TP COT 5 FOR OY 
Item, That no Writers to the Signet in time coming ſhall ſubſcribe, or make 
any Paction or Bargain with any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, directly or indi- 
rectly, to ſubſcribe any Letters, Summonſes, Precepts, or other Writs above 
mentioned, peculiar to the Writers to the Signet, for fes Prices than are allowed] 
and eſtabliſhed by the Act of Regulations 1672, or which may be eſtabliſhed by 
any ſupervenient Act or Law, and ſhall not give back any Part of the fame, nor 
any Gratification therefor, nor make Paction to fruſtrate or delay the Pay mente. 
of their Accompts in conſideration chereof. 8 


- 
* 


Item, That in time coming Writers to the Signet, at or before Delivery and Up- 
giving of any of the Writs above mentioned, peculiar to the Writers to the Si 
gnet,: ſubſcribed by or for them, wherein they are employed directly or indirect. 
ly, by Agents or Writers within the Burgh of Edinburgh and Subſurbs thereof, 
or any others within the Bounds foreſaid, not being at their own Inſtance, ſhall 
receive actual Payment of their full Dues, conform to the Act of Regulations Roh 
forelaid ; and ſhall not directly or indirectly, by themſelves or others, give backſſly ſh 
to the ſaid Employers, or to any others on their Account, the ſaid full Dues, orſbr t 
any Part thereof, or advance the Signet Dues, or give any Gratification or of 

10 1 | | Sort, 


8 
cort, whereby the Payment of the ſaid full Dues may be fruſtrate any Manner of 
1 | 

W 3 That, notwithſtanding of this or any former Act, it ſhall be leiſom to any 
Writer, if he think fit, to ſign Letters, Summonſes, and others foreſaid, at the In- 
ſtance of the Secretaries of State and their Deputes, Lords of Seſſion, Advocates, 
Clerks of Seſſion, Clerks of the Bills, and their Deputes, Lords and Clerks of Trea- 
fury, Keepers and Writers to the Seals, Writers to the Signet, Clerks and Keepers 
of the general Regiſter of Hornings and Saſines, Macers before the Lords of Seſſi- 
on, Privy Council and Exchequer, and the Writer his own Apprentices and Ser- 
yants, (they not being Aſſignies) and thoſe in the Poor's Roll, or ſuch as are known 
to the Writer to be poor, Hai if they pleaſe. 285 1 

Item, That it ſhall be leiſom to Writers to give Drin money to their Apprenti- 
ces and Servants above mentioned, for their writing of Letters, and others aſſing 


Maſter think fit. 


Item, In caſe any Writer ſhall tranſgreſs or contravene any Part of the Premiſſes, 


he ſhall be ſuſpended for Three Months for the firſt Fault, and for the ſecond Fault 
hall pay Forty Pounds Scots, and be ſuſpended for other Three Months; and for 
the third Fault ſhall be deprived ſimpliciter from his Office. 5 

Item, For the more exact and punctual Obſervance of the Premiſſes, that each 
Writer, in the ſecond Week of each Seſſion, ſhall compear in the Writers Hall, be- 
fore One or Two of the Commiſſioners, with the Procurator-fiſcal and Clerk, and 
there ſhall ſolemnly {wear and ſign the Oath upon the Obſervance of this Act, con- 
form to the Formula hereto ſubjoined, and which Oath and Depoſition is to be in- 
ert in a Book to be kept at the Signet for that Effect; with Certification, that Let- 
ters and others paſſing the Signet, ſigned by or for any ſuch Writer, who ſhall fail 
to compear and depone, as faid is, ſhall, after the Diets above appointed are elap- 
ſed, be ſtopt at the Signet, hereby declaring them zp/o facto ſuſpended from their 
Office, until they ſwear and ſign the ſaid Oath. 


ſecond Week of November next, for the firſt Time, and fo forth the ſecond Week 
of each Seſſion thereafter, without Prejudice always to the Procurator-fiſcal to inſiſt 


or thir Preſents, at any Time, as accords. _ 
forefaid, whereunto the haill Body of the Writers do hereby conſent. 


Item, To the effect this and former Acts, made for preventing Abuſes, may be 
put to Execution, the ſaid Keeper, Commiſſioners, and haill Body of the Writers, 


be anſwerable. 


July next, and all Intrants at their Admiſſion, 


all ſign this Act; and if they fail, 
Y wpoint their Letters to be ſtopt at the Signet until they ſign the lame. 5 
" | 5 Follows the Form of the OATH. 


dy [ A. B. hereby ſolemnly ſwear and affirm, in Preſence of Almighty God, that 
the above written Act, and the At thereby ratified, has not been contra. 
fut ened or trauſgreſſed by me, in any Points thereof. 


Edinburgh, goth July 1716. 


HICH Day the Keeper and Commiſſioners ordered the Three Acts before 
-— written, contained in their old Sederunt book, to be fairly copied out by 
Robert Manſon, in a new Book of half a Quire of Paper, to be ſigned by all ſuch 


br that End Three Folio's at leaſt left blank betwixt each of the ſaid Acts. 
B | Edin. 


the Signet, not exceeding Forty Pennies Scots per Sheet, and that allenarly if the 


Item, That the foreſaid Oath ſhall be taken and adminiſtrate, as ſaid is, in the 


and purſue any who has contravened the former Acts, or ſhall contravene the ſame 


Item, That the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Two of them, adminiſtrate the Oatn 


do hereby recommend and enjoin the Procurator-fiſcal to make narrow and diligent 
search after all Delinquencies, and proſecute the ſame; and that the Clerk diſcover 
to the Fiſcal any Delinquencies that ſhall occur, or be known to him, as they will 


Item, That all the preſent Writers to the 1 «7{ betwixt and the tenth Day of | 


is ſhall be admitted Writers to the Signet after the Date hereof, and that there be 


! 
* 
£ 
* 
* 


N 
Edinburgb, 2d Auguſt 1717. 


THE which Day the Keeper, Commiſſioners, and whole Body of the Writers 
to the Signet, taking to their Conſideration an abuſive Practice lately uſed by 
ſome Perſons in defraud of the Signet. by razing of Summonſes raiſed and ſigneted 
at the Inſtance of one Perſon, and by ſuperinducing the Name of another Perſon, do 
therefore, for preventing the like Abuſe in time coming, ſtatute, enact and ordain, 
That from and after the ſixth of Auguſt 1717, the Writers to the Signet ſhall imme. 
daitely above their Subſcriptions of Summonſes, which are not warranted by Bill, 
inſert with their own Hand the Name, Sirname and Deſignation of the Purſuer; and 
if there are more Purſuers than one, ſhall add to the Deſignation of the firſt Purſuet 
theſe Words, and others; and the Keepers are hereby diſcharged to ſignet any Sum. 
mons not paſſing by Warrant after the laid ſixth of Auguſt 1717, except ſuch where. 
in the Purſuers are certified by the Writer who ſubſcribes the fame, in Manner aboye 
mentioned. | Ih 


Edinburgh, 19th February 1722. 


| 
| 
] 
18 which Day the Keeper, Commiſſioners, and whole Body of the Writers t 
1 to his Majeſty's Signet, being met in the Parliament or new Seſſion-houſe of / 
Edinburgh, for the common Affairs and Concerns of their Society, taking into I 
their ſerious Conſideration, that, by the Neglect of putting the many good Acts made I b 
by them and their Predeceſſors, for the Good and Benefit of the Sdciety, to due Ex. i fi 
ecution, ſome unworthy Members of the Society have brought in ſeveral vile Practi. P 
ces, to the Reproach and Loſs of the whole; and allo conſidering, that, of all o. ti 
ther Societies and Employments whatſoever, they are moſt liable to be abuſed by al 
the Contravention of their Acts, by ſigning Writs peculiar to the Writers to the Si. th 
gut, ſecretly, where no Witneſſes are preſent, at leaſt none who are ſubject or an. fo 
ſwerable to the Society; which Abuſes require neceſſarily a proper Remedy and Re. K. 
ſtraint: Therefore the ſaid Keeper, Commiſſioners, and whole Body of the Writers iſ th: 
to the Signet, from a due Senſe of the Abuſes and Irregularities in the ſaid Society, I fur 
and for preventing and reſtraining them in time coming, and for maintaining and pre- ot 
{erving the Credit, and juſt and legal Rights and Privileges of the Employment and in 
Buſinels of the Writers to the Signet, do hereby ratify, confirm, and approve the bat 
Act 26th Zune 1699, in the haill Heads, Articles, Tenors and Contents thereof, ex- tha 
cept in ſo far as the fame is hereby altered in Manner under written, vig. That] ing 
whereas, by the ſaid Act 1699, the Writers to the Signet are prohibited to advance the 
the Signet-dues of Letters, Sc. wherein they are employed by Agents or Writers I Sul 
within the Burgh of Edinburgh, or Suburbs thereof, or any other within the Bounds ord 
foreſaid, not being at their own Inſtance; yet it is hereby declared, That it may 
be lawful to the ſaid Writers to the Signet to advance the ſaid Signet-dues, provi- 
ded that before delivering out, or giving up the ſaid Letters and others, they be a- 
ctually reimburſed of the ſaid advanced Signet-dues, as well as paid of their own 
full Dues: That, beſides ſubſcribing Bills of Suſpenſion and Advocation, Signa- 
tures, : Precepts, and Services before the Macers, writ by the Writer to the Signet's 
own proper Servants, the Writers to the Signet be likewife obliged to draw the 
fame by themſelves, or their own proper Servants by their Direction; and that they ur. 
ſign none of the ſaid Writs, drawn by any others than thermſelves, or their own 
proper Servants by their Direction, as ſaid is, or written by any others than their 
own Seryants; and that, over and above the Suſpenſion of Three Months for the 
firſt Fault, each Delinquent ſhall pay to the Treaſurer of the laid Society, the Sun 
of Forty Pounds Scots Money; and that for the ſecond Fault the Delinquent fhal 
be ſuſpended for Six Months, and pay Eighty Pounds of Fine, before the faid Sul- 
penſion ſhall be removed by the Reeper and Commiſſioners for the Time. And fur 
ther, That in regard ſeveral Letters, Summonſes, Precepts, and others paſſing thay 
Signet, are ſigned by Brethren by virtue of another Brother's Warrant, without ſub 
Joining to the Warrant the Letters, Summonſes, Precepts and others ſo ſigned, throug 
which Neglect manifeſt Prejudices and Abuſes do ariſe: Therefore, for preventing 


the like Abuſes in time coming, it is hereby enacted, appointed and agreed, Thal 
8 cac 


Ma 


each Brother ſigning for another, do rd a Note of the Letters, Summonſes, Pre- 


cepts, and others ſo ſigned by him, to the Warrant, mentioning the Sheets of which 


they ſeverally conſiſt, and bearing the Date of his ſigning ; and that the Watrant be 

ſhewn to the Under-keeper of the Signet, when any ſuch Letters, Summonſes and Pre- 
cepts are given in to be ſignet; and the Under-keeper is hereby prohibited and dif- 
charged to ſignet any ſuch that are not fo liſted and ſubjoined. Item, That all ab- 
ſent Brothers be allowed to give Warrants for ſigning Letters, Summonſes, Signa- 
tures, Precepts and others written by their Servants, mentioned in that Warrant, 
(Bills of Advocation and Suſpenſion, and the Signatures and Precepts, being always 
drawn by the abſent Brother or by the Signer, and written by the Servant of the 


Expiration thereof, may be renewed for other Three Months, and no longer, they 
deponing in the Terms of this Act; and if their Abſence continue longer than Six 
Months, they are hereby deprived of the Power of granting Warrants, unleſs the 


tion to them; and the Keeper and Commiſſioners do prorogate their Power for Three 


Execution of the ſaid Act, it is hereby enacted, appointed and agreed to, That each 
Writer to the Signet ſhall, upon the firſt Monday of July, and allo upon the firſt 
Monday of December yearly, compear before the Keeper and Commiſſioners for 
the Time of the ſaid Society, or any two of them, and make Oath conform to the 
Formula hereto ſubjoined; and all ſuch as ſhall not do lo, at leaſt within Thirty 
Days after the ſaid firſt Monday of July and December, his or their Letters ſhall 
be ſtopt at the Signet, ay and till they purge themſelves by Oath, as is above ſpeci- 
fied; and _ and agree, that this Act take Eftect from and after the nineteenth 
Day of February, which is the Date of thir Preſents, and the firſt Diet of Purga- 
on, be upon the firſt Monday of July next to come, and ſo forth thercafter, as is 
7 Wl above appointed. Item, That when any Member is ſuſpended, in caſe he ſhall 
- Wl thereafter apply to the Keeper and Commilſiioners for removing the Suſpenſion, be- 
„fore the elapſing of the ſaid three Months, or Six Months re/pef:ve, in caſe the 
8 or gy" and Commiſſioners ſhall think fit to repone him within the- ſaid Time, he 


c-M other half to the Treaſurer, for the Uſe and Relief of the Poor of the Society: And 

in caſe the Suſpenſion of any Member do proceed upon any Malverſe other than a 
bare Omiſſion, before he be reponed, he ſhall not only pay the ſaid Sum, but alſo 
ſhall be liſted the laſt of the Writers in the Roll for the Time. Item, For prevent- 
ing of the Abuſes that may be done to the Society, by other People who have not 


Suſpenſions, the Procurator-fiical, and the Aſſiſtant under him, are hereby ordered and 
ordained to proſecute the Preſenter of Signatures, if he ſhall take in any Signatures, 
not ſigned by a Writer to the Signet in the Terms of the Act of Parliament; and 
the Clerks of the Bills, and their Deputes, if they ſhall take in Bills of Suſpenſion or 
a · ¶ Advocation not ſigned by a Writer to the Signet, according to the Direction of the 


vn Act of Sederunt of the Lords of Seſſion, by a ſummar Complaint to the Lords of 


na-M Seſſion, or in ſuch other Manner as by the Law will be moſt effectual to correct 
rs cheſe Abuſes, and that by the Direction of the Keeper and Commiſſioners ; and the 
he Treaſurer to the Society is hereby impowered and ordained to pay to the Procura- 
ey vor- fiſcal all the Expences of ſuch Proſecutions, by Direction aforeſaid. Item, That 
vn Three of the Writers to the Signet, not being Commiſſioners, be named by a gene- 
cirflial Meeting of the Writers to the Signet, to be held twice in the Year, v. on the 
hekcond Monday of une, and the ſecond Monday of November, to viſit the Cham- 
bers of the Writers to the Signet, and to give Information to the Procurator-fiſcal of 
allFay Contravention they find of this preſent Act, or any others, to the end he may 
ul broſecute the Delinquents before the Keeper and Commiſſioners. And John Ha- 
r ton, Fohn Ewen, and Alexander Farquhar ſon, are hereby named pro hac 
hace, to execute the ſaid Office of Viſitors till the next general Meeting, which is 
bio be upon the ſecond Monday of une next. And moreover, it being convenient, 
gor the Execution of this Act, and all other Acts againſt Delinquents, that an Aſ- 
nMllant be appointed under the Procurator- ſiſcal for the Time, for diſcovering of Ab- 


« the 


abſent Brother) which Warrants are to endure for three Months, and, upon the 


Cauſe of their Abſence be ſignified to the Keeper and Commiſſioners, in an Applica- 


| Months longer, provided all ſuch Prorogations be ſubjoined to the Warrant, and i 
ſigned by the Keeper for the Time. And further, for the more certain and regular 


before he be ſo reponed, pay the reſpective Fines above-mentioned to the Trea- 
„ furer for the Time, the one half to the Aſſiſtant under the Procurator-fiſcal, and the 


the Privilege of writing and expeding Signatures in Exchequer, and Adyocations and 


ages in the ſaid Employment, and Contraventions of this Act, or any other Acts of 


1 
the ſaid Society now in Force, and for procuring Information againſt the ſaid Delin. 
quents ; and being of Opinion, that William Roy Writer in Edinburgh, is a pro- 
per Perſon, therefore they recommend to the Keeper and Commiſſioners, to nomi- 
nate and appoint him, during their Pleaſure, to be Aſſiſtant to the Effect foreſaid; 
and, for his Encouragement, do allow to him the juſt and equal half of all Fines to 
be impoſed upon Delinquents and Contraveeners of the Acts of the ſaid Society, and 
the other half of rhe ſaid Fines to be paid to the Treaſurer of the Society, for the 
Uſe of the Poor thereof. And alſo enact and appoint, that all and every one of the 
5 Writers do ſubſcribe theſe Preſents, upon or before the 

ay of next to come, or otherwiſe appoint the Underkeeper of the 
Signet to ſtop their Letters until they ſign the ſame. And likewiſe, that each In- 
trant, at or before his Admiſſion, do ſign this preſent Act. And that none may pre- 
tend Ignorance, it is hereby ordered, that the Treaſurer cauſe print theſe Preſents, 
and that Three printed Copies thereof be delivered by the Officer to each Member. 


Follows the Form of the OATH. 


I| A. B. hereby ſolemnly ſwear and affirm, in Preſence of Almighty God, That 
the above written Act, and the Act thereby ratified, has nos heen contra- 
veened or tranſgreſſed by me, in any Points thereof, ſince the nineteenth Day 
of” February 1722. F LOS 


Edinburgh 19th March 1722. 


2 which Day, the Keeper, and Commiſſioners for the Writers to the Signet, i ( 
taking into their Conſideration an Act of the Society, bearing Date the Four- f 
teenth May 1610 Years, whereby it is ſtatute and appointed. That ir ſhould not I { 
be leiſum to any Writer to the Signet, to contain in Letters paſſing the Signet, Nc 
* any more Precepts, Decrects, Contracts or Obligations than one, whereby the t. 
_ *© Keeper of the Signet be not prejudged in the Duty of the Signet, nor the Wri- | ti 
ter of his Dues:” As alſo, another Act, of the Date the Nineteenth Day of WW a 
March 1694, whereby it is enacted, ſtature and ordained, ** That ir ſhall not be 
leiſum or lawful to a Writer to the Signet, to form, write, ſign, or preſent to m 
the Signet, any Letters of Horning, containing more Decreets or Bonds than one I m 
but that every Bond and Decreet have a ſeparate Horning, albeit the Precepts of I pc 
inferior Courts contain more Bonds or Decreets than one; and that every Horn- on 
ing have a ſeparate Caption. Excepting always all Bonds and Decreets not e na 
«« ceeding Forty Pounds Scots of principal Sum in every one of them: As alſo, all A 
*« Bonds granted by the fame Debitor to the ſame Creditor, not being Aſſigny. In 
«© which Caſes, or either of them, it ſhall be leiſum to put in the Horning, Two, 
Three or more Bonds and Decreets, and to compone for the Cauſes ar the Si. 
0 gnet, at the Diſcretion of the Keeper, as is more fully mentioned, in the ſaid two 
Acts. Which two Acts reſpective above mentioned, the Keeper and Commiſſion- 
ers do hereby not only ratify and approve, but alſo do ſtatute, enact, and appoint, 
That each proteſted Bill of Exchange, and each proteſted inland Bill or Precept, ſhall 
have a ſeparate Horning and Caption, albeit that the ſaid Proteſts may happen to 
contain more Bills or Precepts than one, in the ſame Manner as is as My. with 
reſpect to Decrects, Bonds or Precepts, by the Acts above mentioned, excepting in 
the Caſes above ſpecified: And appoint this Act to commence and take Effect from 
the Date hereof; and recommend to the Keeper of the Signet and his Deputes, to 
ſee this Act punctually obſerved, and appoint the ſame to be printed, — a Copy 
thereof to be given to each Writer to the Signet. 8 


July 2d 1722. 


He which Day the Keeper of his Majeſty's N. and Commiſſioners for thi 
5 Writers to the Signet, taking into their Conſideration, That by an Act of thi 
Society. bearing Date the Day of December 1594, it is Enacted. Th: 


*« the Examination of all intrant Writers ſhould thereafter be in full Care ren | 
3 40 


N 

« the Commiſſioners.” That by the Acts thirty firſt Fly 1610, and twenty third 
February 1629, it is enacted, ** That no Perſon ſhould be admitted Writer to the 
Signet. unleſs he had ſerved as an Apprentice to one of the Brethren for ſeven 
„ Years.” That by the Acts Twenty third February 1629, and Second March 
1656. Intrant Writers before their Admiſſion ſhould be of the Age of Twent 
five Years compleat.” And that by another Act of the Sixth 7uly 1671, The 
Examination and Qualifications of Intrant Writers was again ſettled in the Man- 
„ ner therein expreſt.“ The ſaid Keeper and Commiſſioners taking alſo to their 
Conſideration, that by the not Obſervance and putting in Execution the ſaid Acts 
anent the Qualifications, Trial and Admiſſion of Intrant Writers, ſeveral Abuſes 
have crept in, and ſeveral Perſons have been admitted to the Office of ordinary 
Writers to the Signet, who were noways intitled thereto, to the great Detriment and 
Diſcouragement of others, who were intitled in the Terms of the faid Acts: There- 
fore the laid Keeper and Commiſſioners have ratified, approved and confirmed, and 
hereby ratify, approve and confirm the above Acts, in the haill Heads, Articles and 
Clauſes thereof; with and under the Alterations, Reſtrictions and Additions after- 
expreſt, vie. That every Candidate for the Office of a Writer to the Signet, ſhall 
have ſerved at leaſt three Years by written Indentures, with a Writer to the Signet, 
and be obliged to produce ſuch Indentures, with a Diſcharge thereof to the Keeper 
and Commiſſioners, before he can be admitted to Trial, except the Sons of Writers 
to the Signet, who ſhall ſerve their Fathers at leaſt for the Space of three Years, 
whether with or without Indentures. | Ss = 

That the Candidate ſhall be of good Fame and Reputation, and that he may be 
examined and admitted in Time of Vacance, Summer or Winter Seſſions : Thar the 
Candidate ſhall pay ſuch Sum or Sums of Money to the Treaſurer of the Society, 
- Wl for the Uſe of the Poor thereof, as by the Acts of the Society, made or to be made, 
ſhall be due at the Time, and report the Treaſurer's Diſcharge thereof, before he 
can be admitted to Trial: But if he be not found qualified, his Money {hall be re- 
tuned to him by the Treaſurer, except Ten Merks payable by him as an Appren- 
tice, which ſhall be then paid, if not paid formerly, and ſhall not be returned in 
any Event. 5 e i 
That the Nomination of Examinators and Procurator-fiſcal, and Manner of Exa- 
mination, ſhall in all Time coming be as follows, vis. That the Keeper and Com- 
miſſioners upon the ſecond Monday of November next to come, ſhall name and ap- 
point five Commiſſioners to be Examinators, whereof three to be a Quorum, and 
one Commiſſioner to be the Procurator-fiſcal for the ſucceeding Year; and fo forth 
name the like Number of new Examinators and Procurator-filcal upon each ſecond 
Monday of November yearly thereafter for each ſucceeding Year. 
That the Examinators and Procurator-fiſcal ſhall give their Oaths de deli, That 
betwixt the Remit in order to Trial, and the Examination, ſix Days ſhall at leaſt 
interveen, to which Day appointed for Trial, all the Commiſſioners ſhall be cited, 
and obliged to attend in the Writers Hall, under the Penalty of Half-a-crown, to 
be levied of each abſent. That they ſhall not proceed to Trial, unleſs a full Quo- 
rum of the Commiſſioners be preſent. That at leaſt three of the Examinators {hall 
N obliged to examine the Candidate in Preſence of the Keeper and other Commiſ- 
loners, 5 8 1 5 

That it ſhall however be lawful to any other of the Commiſſioners preſent to put ſuch 
Queſtions to the Candidate as they ſhall think fit; That the whole Examination ſhall 
be at one Dyet in the ſaid Hall: And that after Examination is over, the Candidate 
Hall be removed, and the Vote ſhall be ſtated, Qualiſied to be an ordinary Writer 
to the Signet or not? And the Queſtion ſhall be determined by Plurality of Votes. 

And the laid Keeper and Commiſſioners hereby name and appoint Mr. es An- 
derſon, John Inglis, Mr. James Baillie, Ronald Campbell and Alexander 
Glaſs interim Examinators, from the Date hereof, until the ſaid ſecond Monday 
of November next to come; reſerving nevertheleſs Power to the Keeper and Com- 
miſſioners, or their Quorum, to admit to Trial, in the Manner appointed by this 
tha preſent Act, any Candidate, who before his being admitted to Trial, ſhall prove 
chiY before the ſaid Keeper and Commiſſioners, or their ſaid Quorum, to their Satis- 
faction, That he the ſaid Candidate ſerved a Writer to the Signet, for at leaſt three 
Years precceding the Date hereof, though without Indentures; but declaring, . 

the 


| r 
the ſaid Power ſhall determine and expire upon the laſt Day of December 172; 


Years.. , 1 | 1 
And whereas Indentures entred into before 4 of this Act, and now cur. 


rent, may be for one Year or two, it is in that Caſe hereby enacted, That ſuch In- 
dentures ſhall not intitle the Apprentice to ask or obtain the Office of a Writer to the 
Signet, unleſs he add thereto, and truly ſerve with his Maſter, or with another 
Writer to the Signet, ſo much more Time by additional, Indentures, as will make 
up in all three full Years, before he can be admitted to Trial; excepting the Sons 
of Writers to the Signet, in manner before excepted. f 
And, laſtly, It is hereby declared that the Keeper and Commiſſioners may here. 
after admit any to be a Writer to the Signet, who ſhall have ſerved his Apprenticeſhip 
in manner above- written, and who ſhall, upon Examination and Trial in manner a- 
bove-expreſt, be found qualified, as ſaid is, albeit the ſaid Apprentice be under the 
Age of twenty five Vears at the Time. N 


2d January 1727. 


1 which Day the Keeper and Commiſſioners, and whole Body of the Writers 
to his Majeſty's Signet, being met in the Parliament or New Seſſion-houſe of 
Edinburgh, for the common Affairs and Concern of the Society, taking into their 
ſerious Conſideration, That by the Neglect of putting the many good Acts made 
by them and their Predeceſſors, for the Good and Benefit of the Society, anent 
Apprentices and Writers Seryants, and recording their Indentures to due Execution, 
ſome unwary Members thereof, have, as is informed, brought in unbecoming Pra- 
ices, by covering the Servants of Agents and other Unfrecmen, and have proceed- 
ed in this worthleſs Practice, fo far as to enter into Indentures with the ſaid Ser- 
vants of Agents, and other Writers, Unfreemen, albeit they neither give their pre- 
tended Maſter any due Service, nor reſide nor write in his Office or Chamber, and 
that in open Breach of, and downright Oppoſition to the ſeveral laudable Laws and 
Acts of the Society, particularly hereafter mentioned, made in that Behalf, v. the 
Acts of the 13th March 1655, the 14th of November 1661, the 22d February 
1666, the 19th of March 1694, the 26th of June 1699 and 19th of February B 
1722. For preventing of which Abuſes in Time coming, without Prejudice to the i D 
ſeveral Acts of the Society anent recording of Indentures, giving up Liſts of Ap- WW ta 
prentices, and Payment of their Ten Merks for the Uſe of the Poor, hereaf er men- I m 
tioned, V7S. the Acts of the 31ſt July 1610, the 16th of May 1611, the 28th of th 
December 1627, the 23d of June 1628, the 23d of February 1629, the zoth of 7 
April 1630, the gth of January 1647, the 8th of May 1649, the 13th of March Of or 
I655, the 2d of March 1656, the 14th of November 1661, the 1ſt of February 
1664, the 22d of February 1666, the 19th of March 1694, the 26th of June 
1699, and 19th of February 1722, except in as far as the ſamen are hereby alter- 
ed and innovate. The Keeper, Commiſſioners, and whole Body aforeſaid, have of 
new ſtature, enacted and ordained, and hereby of new ſtatute, enact and ordain, That 
each Writer to the Signet, thall, within the Space of ſixty Days after the Date 
of any Indenture, for hereafter to be paſt and expede betwixt him and any Appren- 
tice, exhibite and preſent the ſaid Indentures to one of three Commiſſioners for the 
Writers to the Signet, to be named from Time to Time, in all Time coming, by 
the Keeper and Commiſſioners for that Purpoſe, in the Writers Hall: And the ſad 
Indentures being ſo exhibited and preſented, ordain an Abſtract or Abbreviate there- 
of to be made, bearing the Date of the famen, the Prentice-fee, if any be ſtipulate, 

with the Maſter's Name, Sirname and Deſignation, and the Name, Sirname and De- 
ſignation of the Apprentice, and the Time he is to ſerve; and the Abſtract ſo made, 
to be entred and regiſtrated by the Clerk of the Society for the Time being, in the 
Records of the Society, for which One Pound ten Shillings Scots Money {hall be 
Paid by the Apprentice to the faid Clerk, and Twelve Shillings Scots to the Officer 
of the Society for the Time, as formerly, with an Addition of One Pound four 
Shillings Scote to the Extracter, and theſe in full of all Dues: And this they ordain 
under the Penalty of One hundred Mexks to be paid by the Maſter for the firſt Fault, 
One hundred Pounds dots and Suſpenſion for three Months for the ſecond F ault; 
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an 


11 

and the Maſter's Letters to be ſtopt for theſe Penalties, for both firſt and ſecond Faults, 
until Payment, and under the Penalty of Deprivation for the third Fault. And ordain 
the ſaid Maſter to cauſe his Apprentice, at the time of reccording the ſaid Abſtract 
or Abbreviate, to pay in to the Treaſurer of the Society for the time, for the Ule and 
Behoof of the Poor the Sum of Ten Merks Scote Money, conform to the ancient 
Acts above recited, unleſs the ſame has been formerly paid. Likeas the Kecper, 
Commiſſioners, and whole Body atorciaid, ſtatute, enact and ordain, That the Da 

of preſenting and recording the Abſtract aforeſaid, be marked on the Back of the In- 
denture by the Clerk, and ſubſcribed by the Commiſſioner, before whom the ſamen 
is preſented, and that at the Time of pretenting ; and that no Indenture hereaiter to 
be paſt and expede betwixt any Maſter and any Apprentice, ſhall intitle the ſaid Ap- 
prentice to the Privilege of being examined or admitted Writer to the Signet, unleſs 
they are prelented, recorded and indorſed as this Act directs. Moreover, the Kcep- 

er, Commiſſioners, and whole Body aforeſaid, do hereby ſtatute, enact and ordain, 
That every Perſon who ſhall hereafter petition to be admitted Writer to the Signet, 
ſhall, before Admiſſion to Trial, exhibite to the Keeper and Commiſſioners his In- 
denture diſcharged, and ſwear and depone that the ſamen was truly ſubſcribed of the 
Date or Dates it bears, and that he truly ſerved the Maſter therein- mentioned and 
none others during the Time, and in terms of the ſaid Indenture, otherwiſe he ſhall 
not be admitted to Trial. And, /ajt/y, The Keeper, Commiſſioners, and whole 
Body aforeſaid, ordain this Act to be inſert and ingroſſed in the ordinary Record of the 
Society to be ſigned by the Members thereof; and all Intrants, as there ſhall be Oc- 
caſion, in Obedience to this Act in Time coming: And appoint the Treaſurer to 
cauſe print this Act; and recommend to the Keeper to caule affix the fame upon 
the Wall of the Signet - office, that none may pretend Ignorance, and that two Co- 
pics thereof be given out to each Member of the Society. | Cs 


13th June 1737, AG explaining the Aft 19th March 1722. 


He which Day the Keeper and Commiſſioners, upon a Difficulty moved by 
Archibald Campbell their Clerk, Whether, where there are more Bonds and 
Bills than one above Forty Pounds, and not the ſame Debitor and Creditor, in one 
Decreet, either of the Court of Seſſion, or inferior Decreets, the ſame can be con- 
tained in one Horning ? And if they can, whether they pay Cauſes? Were unani- 
mouſly of Opinion, that they can be in one Horning, though never ſo many, bur 
that they pay Cauſes; the Meaning of the Words, More Decreets and Bonds in 


Precepts of inferior Courts in the Act thereanent, being Precepts on Decreets, 
or Extracts containing ſundry Bonds. N 5 


1 222d January 1736. 
of . 1 „ 5 
at 1 Keeper and Commiſſioners taking into Conſideration, That by the Acts of 
L the Society, Apprentices to Writers to the Signet, that ſerve under Indentures, 
n. ae obliged to enter the ſamen in the Books of the Society, within ſixty Days after 
the Date thereof; notwithſtanding whereof, the fame are frequently omitted, which 
Dy WW occaſions ſundry Applications, and thereby fills up the Book kept for that Purpoſe :; 
d Therefore, for the future, for ſuch Neglect, they ordered and appointed ſuch Per- 
on ſo negleCting, ſhall not only pay the common Fees for recording, but allo pay 
ive Shillings Sterling more, one half thereof to the Extracter, and the other Half 
to the Poor. 5 115 3 
And they likewiſe taking into Conſideration, That in the Act for recording Inden- 
ures, there is no Proviſion for recording the Names of Sons of Writers to the 
dignet who enter to their Fathers Service, and the Time of Commencement of their 
drvice, do therefore appoint that in all time coming, the Name and Time of Com- 
nencement of the Service of any Writer's Son, ſhall be ſigned by him and his Fa- 


ter, and preſented and recorded in the ſame Manner as other Indentures are, and 
uder the like Certification as contained in this Act. 5 


